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in my sight 
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We welcome you to the 23rd Annual Conference 
on Justice 

 

 

 

If humanity's well-being is ultimately dependent on its unity, 
how can every opportunity be used to 'shine a light that can 

illuminate' in turbulent and divided times? (UHJ, Ridvan 2017) 

 

In what ways can our actions provide 'assurance to the anxious 
and hope to the despairing,' '[a]s the fabric of present-day 

society heaves and cracks under the strain and stress of 
portentous events and calamities'? (Shoghi Effendi) 

 

How do we embody higher standards of concerted effort, of 
mutual assistance, and of harmonious development in our 

collective enterprises towards justice? 

 

What media and methods can we employ in the service of justice 
and community-building, at all levels of society? 

 

How can we effectively rise above 'particularism and 
partisanship [...] the vain disputes, the petty calculations, the 

transient passions that agitate the face, and engage the 
attention, of a changing world'? (Shoghi Effendi) 

 

 

 

 

The Justice Conference is a Bahá’í-inspired forum for the 
exploration of (international) law, global governance, justice and 

ethics. All are welcome to participate! 



3 
 

Friday 30 March 

13:00 Registration opens 

15:00 Opening: Introduction of Conference Themes & Welcome 
JUSTICE CONFERENCE TASK FORCE 

15:15 Plenary: Power and the Bahá’í Community 
MICHAEL KARLBERG 

16:15 Break (time to walk in the woods/network/socialize) 

17:45 Dinner 

19:15 Parallel Workshops: 

1. Consultation Space: Bahá’í Perspectives on Justice 

2. Consultation Space: Navigating Integration and Disintegration 
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∕ PLENARY PRESENTATION 

 
Power and the Bahá’í Community 
MICHAEL KARLBERG 

 
The way we conceptualize power leads to different theories of social change and 
different approaches to overcoming oppression. Contemporary social theory tends 
to employ a Machiavellian understanding of power – power as domination– that 
traces through the work of influential thinkers including Thomas Hobbes, Karl Marx, 
Max Weber, Michelle Foucault, and Stephen Lukes. However, some feminist 
theorists, systems theories, and others have articulated an expanded conception of 
power – power as capacity – that opens up new modes of thought and practice in 
the pursuit of social change. This presentation correlates prevailing discourses on 
power with a Bahá’í conception of power and explores the implications of the latter 
for constructive programs of social transformation. 
 
 

∕ WORKSHOPS 

 
Consultation Space: Bahá’í Perspectives on Justice 
 
Participants will have the opportunity to discuss in smaller groups excerpts from 
the Bahá’í Writings on Justice. 
 
Consultation Space: Navigating Integration and Disintegration 
 
Participants will have the opportunity to discuss in smaller groups excerpts from 
the Bahá’í Writings on integration and disintegration. 
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Saturday 31 March 

08:00 Breakfast 

09:00 Devotional 

09:15 Plenary: The Talanoa Dialogue under the Paris Agreement – 
Reflections on the Illuminating Power of the Reflection-Action-
Consultation Cycle 
HALLDOR THORGEIRSSON, OSCAR MENDEZ ROSA, SYLVIA KARLSSON-
VINKHUYZEN 

10:15 Break 

10:45 Parallel Workshops: 

1. Discussion on the Illuminating Power of the Reflection-Action-
Consultation Cycle and Contributions of Learning to the Talanoa 
Dialogue 

HALLDOR THORGEIRSSON, OSCAR MENDEZ ROSA, SYLVIA KARLSSON-
VINKHUYZEN 

2. How Bahá’u’lláh’s Hidden Words Can Move the World 

NABIL L. KHODADAD 

3. Peace versus Justice: Building Lasting Resolutions to Fragmented 
Conflicts 
EMILY GHADIMI 

4. Consultation Space: Navigating Integration and Disintegration 

12:30 Lunch 

14:00 Plenary: The Justice Challenge – Sharing Personal Stories and 
Discussion 

15:15 Break (Group Photo) 

16:00 Parallel Workshops: 

1. Universal Health Care at the Global Level 
SHIVANI JAIN, CARMELIA CAREW, KISA HYDE CONGO 

2. Mediating Self and Other 
FAYYAZ BAQIR 

3. The Unity of Religions: “prefer all religionists before yourselves” 
DAVID  WILLIS 

4. Bahá’í Principles and the Practice of Law 

17:30 Break 

18:00 Dinner (Optional: Getting to Know the International Environment 
Forum (IEF)) 

19:30 Creative Evening 
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∕ PLENARY PRESENTATION 

 
The Talanoa Dialogue under the Paris Agreement – Reflections on the Illuminating 
Power of the Reflection-Action-Consultation Cycle 
HALLDOR THORGEIRSSON, OSCAR MENDEZ ROSA, SYLVIA KARLSSON-VINKHUYZEN 

 
The Paris Agreement on Climate Change was a significant step forward for the 
global response to climate. It entered into force in record time and now has 174 
parties.  The Agreement is driven by a long-term objective and nations respond by 
making national contributions towards that objective. These contributions still fall 
short of what is needed. The agreement does not ‘force’ countries to do more – but 
it has built in design elements that are intended to encourage countries to do so. A 
‘global stocktake’ will, every five years, assess collective progress towards the 
objective to inform parties in updating and enhancing their actions and support. 
This session will look at a ‘practice run’ of this global stocktake called the Talanoa 
Dialogue taking place during all of 2018 – named after a Fijian traditional practice 
of inclusive, participatory and transparent dialogue where stories are shared to 
build empathy and trust. The purpose of the Dialogue is better decision-making for 
the collective good. Three panel presentations will set the scene. Dr. Halldór 
Thorgeirsson will provide the context of the Paris Agreement, outline the 
expectations for its impact and introduce the Dialogue. Oscar Mendez Rosa will look 
at the Dialogue through the lens of guidance on the reflection-action-consultation 
process that the worldwide Baha’i community is practicing. Finally Dr. Sylvia 
Karlsson-Vinkhuyzen will explore the avenues for how the Dialogue could empower 
countries to increase their ambitions, drawing both on experiences in the Bahá’í 
community and in political science. 
 
 

∕ WORKSHOPS 

 
Morning 
 
Discussion on the Illuminating Power of the Reflection-Action-Consultation Cycle 
and Contributions of Learning to the Talanoa Dialogue 
HALLDOR THORGEIRSSON, OSCAR MENDEZ ROSA, SYLVIA KARLSSON-VINKHUYZEN 

 
Discussion on the Illuminating Power of the Reflection-Action-Consultation Cycle 
and on how to contribute what we learn to the Talanoa Dialogue. This workshop will 
provide an opportunity to explore the issues in more depth including how to 
contribute to the Talanoa Dialogue. 
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 How Bahá’u’lláh’s Hidden Words Can Move the World 
NABIL L. KHODADAD 

 
The Hidden Words are a collection of gem-like utterances revealed by Bahá’u’lláh 
and occupy a position of unsurpassed pre-eminence among His ethical writings. 
This presentation will focus on how the admonitions and exhortations set out in 
Baha’u’llah’s masterpiece can serve not only as a tool for personal regeneration, but 
also as the foundation for a common and universal ethical code of conduct that can 
transform our troubled world. ‘Abdu’l Bahá specifically identifies the Hidden Words, 
as well a few of Baha’u’llah’s Tablets, as “the remedy for the body politic, the divine 
prescription and real cure for the disorders which afflict the world.” The Hidden 
Words are truly a beacon of light that can shed illumination on these turbulent and 
divided times.  
 
"Tell them to read carefully the Persian and Arabic Hidden Words and to live and 
behave according to their contents. If a person lives for one day according to those 
divine exhortations and teachings he will be assisted to move the visible and the 
invisible world." (‘Abdu’l Bahá, recorded by Mírzá Ahmad Sohráb during the Great War,  Star of the West, Vol. 

XIV:2, May 1923, p. 61) 
 
 Peace versus Justice: Building Lasting Resolutions to Fragmented Conflicts 
EMILY GHADIMI 

 
Today’s violence is increasingly non-conventional – armed conflicts no longer take 
place between two opponents on distinctly defined battlefronts. States’ control 
over their territories during conflict is often weak and multiple armed groups tend 
to operate, with diverse and frequently competing agendas. These turbulent and 
rapidly changing situations present significant challenges for organisations working 
on mediation, as well as those working towards human rights, reconciliation and 
accountability. One such challenge in ongoing conflicts and post-conflict situations 
is striking the right balance between peace and justice – which continuously shifts 
throughout the process. A short presentation and discussion will address navigating 
the line between peace and justice – both of which must be pursued to achieve a 
lasting resolution to conflict. In the midst of fragmented conflicts and fragile 
negotiations, raising issues of justice and accountability can be difficult and 
occasionally disruptive. Timing is key – so it is essential to understand the political 
landscape and sensitivities of all parties to the conflict. We will explore how non-
official mediators are uniquely placed to develop this understanding. Non-official 
mediators can engage with more extreme actors, who may be excluded from official 
processes, to create inclusive dialogues and a space in which a sustainable 
resolution can be built. 
 
 Consultation Space: Navigating Integration and Disintegration 
 
Participants will have the opportunity to discuss in smaller groups excerpts from 
the Bahá’í Writings on integration and disintegration. 
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Afternoon 
 
 Universal Health Care at the Global Level 
SHIVANI JAIN, CARMELIA CAREW, KISA HYDE CONGO 

 
Movement towards universal health care has been advocated by organisations such 
as the World Health Organisation, the World Bank, and the United Nations, to ensure 
that everyone has equal access to high quality health care services.  Currently this is 
not the case for the millions of people around the world who lack access to 
affordable health care of sufficient quality.   This workshop will discuss progress 
being made towards global health care by existing organisations and explore what 
more can be done to push forward the concept of universal health care into the 
global arena of health policy discourse, utilising Bahá'í principles, which sometimes 
run counter to the existing mechanisms that drive universal health coverage 
schemes.  We will engage in discussions on the underlying basic principles that 
influence models of universal health care and the learning that can be drawn from 
existing health care systems. 
 
 Mediating Self and Other 
FAYYAZ BAQIR 

 
This workshop will draw on the personal experiences of participants relating to 
engagement of self with others. We would like to hear stories of dealing with 
differences, ranging from sibling rivalries to the conflict between the ‘God fearing 
regimes’ and ‘nexus of evil’. We would like to know if it is possible to distinguish 
between negotiable and non-negotiable differences; what are the possible options 
to deal with the non-negotiable differences; and paths and level of engagement, 
ranging from emotion, and reason to articulation of interest? We want to hear your 
stories and generate discussion to draw lessons for engaging ‘the other’. We believe 
that global peace and harmony is possible because every individual is essentially 
good. Could the conflict be explained in terms of different levels of development of 
good in each one of us? How could we then activate ‘the good’ inside us to engage 
and nurture the good in the other? 
 
 The Unity of Religions: “prefer all religionists before yourselves” 
DAVID  WILLIS 

 
In advance of the conference, a copy of the book The Unity of Religion will be 
shared with participants. It provides a brief summary of the teachings of various 
world religions. We will attempt to find answers to the question of why ‘Abdu’l 
Bahá, in his 1912 farewell talk after 239 days in America, admonishes, “prefer all 
religionists before yourselves”. We will then answer the question “is there unity in 
religion?” and if so how can we convince others of this conclusion? Other questions 
that we will address are: 

• Is religious disunity one of the causes of the break-down of society? 
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• If humanity’s well-being is ultimately dependent on religious unity, how can 
every opportunity be used to ‘shine a light that can illuminate’ in turbulent 
and divided times? 

• In what ways can our actions towards religious unity provide ‘assurance to the 
anxious and hope to the despairing’, ‘as the fabric of present-day society 
heaves and cracks under the strain and stress of portentous events and 
calamities’? 

• What media and methods can we employ in the service of the unity of 
religion? 

 
Bahá’í Principles and the Practice of Law 
 
Participants who are working in the legal or justice professions (or those who are 
interested in these professions) are invited to share and consult together on 
experiences and challenges in the contemporary practice of law and in justice 
arenas, including with respect to the divergence or convergence of professional 
practices with Bahá’í principles. 
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Sunday 1 April 

08:00 Breakfast 

09:00 Devotional 

09:15 Plenary: Perspectives on the War in Yugoslavia: The Goals of the 
Warring Parties and the Nature of the Conflict—Lessons to be 
Learned and Views on the Future 
JULIJA BOGOEVA 

10:15 Break (time to walk in the woods/network/socialize) 

11:15 Plenary: From Division to True Understanding 
Some Insights from the Experience of Bahá’í Prisoners in Iran; 
and, Screening of the Film 'The Cost of Discrimination' 

13:00 Lunch 

14:15 Plenary: The Great Dichotomy: from Egoism to Altruism – from 
Love of Power to Love of Justice 
ARTHUR DAHL 

15:15 Parallel Workshops: 

1. Sustainable Urban Housing and Climate Change 
ALLEN DUNCAN 

2. The Unity of Religions: “prefer all religionists before yourselves” 
DAVID WILLIS 

3. Mediating Self and Other 
FAYYAZ BAQIR 

4. Peace versus Justice: Building Lasting Resolutions to Fragmented 
Conflicts 

EMILY GHADIMI 

16:45 Break (time to walk in the woods/network/socialize) 

17:45 Dinner (Optional: Building a Bahá’í - Inspired Community of 
Lawyers) 

19:15 Screening of the Film ‘Mercy’s Blessing’ – Discussion with Writer 
and Director May Taherzadeh 
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∕ PLENARY PRESENTATIONS 

 
Perspectives on the War in Yugoslavia: The Goals of the Warring Parties and the 
Nature of the Conflict—Lessons to be Learned and Views on the Future 
JULIJA BOGOEVA 

 
A question of understanding: ICTY Judgements explore reasons for the waging of, 
and the nature of, the war that destroyed Yugoslavia—a respected European state 
admired by many for its unique socialist experiment and progressive vision and 
action, in a deeply divided Cold War world. Reliable answers found in ICTY 
judgements, based on more than two decades of trials, demonstrate that credible 
international war crimes prosecutions can contribute to the fundamental need for 
deeper understanding of watershed historical events and in this case, cataclysmic 
ones. These lead to many levels of understanding, from the deeply personal to the 
collective and universal, and from the local to the global — and they can, for those 
willing to learn, show the paths to a qualitatively different society and world, to a 
cooperative new global reality that is possible. 
 
From Division to True Understanding: Some Insights from the Experience of Bahá’í 
Prisoners in Iran 
 
In the recent decade, a large number of Bahá’ís in Iran have experienced 
imprisonment alongside other prisoners of conscience, including political and 
religious leaders, civil activists, journalists, etc., representing a wide array of 
ideologies and socio-political views. This presentation will look at the first-hand 
experience of Bahá’í prisoners using this opportunity to learn about building unity 
and justice in the pluralistic, divisive, polarized, and partisan environment of the 
prison. I am going to focus on the complementary role of knowledge, language and 
attitude in creating mutual understanding and raising the collective consciousness 
in such a context. The presentation also looks at some of the main challenges faced 
by Bahá’í prisoners in this path: how to raise their own consciousness of the 
conceptual framework governing the Bahá’í thought and practice as well as the 
recent knowledge generated by the worldwide Bahá’í community; how to gain a 
better understanding of the ideologies and concerns of their fellow prisoners of 
conscience; how to cultivate a common language which can promote justice and 
unity between these divided groups and parties. 
 
The Great Dichotomy: from Egoism to Altruism – from Love of Power to Love of 
Justice 
ARTHUR DAHL 

 
The media drown us in stories of turbulence and division. To find hope we need a 
wider perspective. A universal theme, the struggle between good and evil, can help 
us to make sense of our world. Good and evil are not equal forces pulling in 
opposite directions, but the negative is the absence of the positive, as darkness is 
the absence of light. We are born with self-love, but our higher human purpose is to 
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grow out of this and bring light. Our individual dichotomy is self versus others, 
egoism versus altruism, with the ultimate love being the love of God. Knowledge 
faces the same dichotomy, as it can be used for selfish purposes or to serve others. 
In the collective dimension of social organization, the dichotomy is between power 
and justice. Politics reflects the selfish side of human nature, where power corrupts 
individually and collectively. Justice is for the collective good, ensuring equity for 
everyone, and collective security for the world. Individual and collective 
transformation must go together with constant effort, changing ourselves and 
helping others to change. Our individual and collective problems come from the 
lack of love and justice, the wrong end of the dichotomy, showing us the direction 
of travel. 
 
Screening of the Film ‘Mercy’s Blessing’ 
MAY TAHERZADEH 

 
"Mercy's Blessing" is story of love and sacrifice set in an African village. It is a short 
film (30 mins) that has been screened in more than 20 film festivals world-wide. It 
has won 12 international film awards, including Best Foreign Film and Best Director. 
The film is supported by the EU, UNICEF and UNFPA. The film is currently being used 
as a tool for social action in more than 40 countries worldwide; from classrooms to 
living rooms. It is being used to advance the discourses about the equality of 
women and men, education, human rights and social justice. Films can be more than 
entertainment. They can challenge our assumptions and inspire courage for change 
among the mass of the people. After the screening of "Mercy's Blessing" there will 
be a Q&A with the film director, May Taherzadeh. 
 
 

∕ WORKSHOPS 

 
Sustainable Urban Housing and Climate Change 
ALLEN DUNCAN 
 
The need to focus on environmental sustainability is clear. Humankind generally 
has become aware of the need to protect the natural environment since the 
environmental movement of the 1960's. Landmark studies have warned of 
pollution, population growth and the risks to food production. In the 1980s, 
warnings were given that the line of overconsumption had been crossed and 
inevitable serious consequences for us all will result. Not only are wild animals and 
plants at risk of extinction but untold millions of our human family are hungry and 
face death from extreme weather events and rising sea levels. Social sustainability 
is less well-considered.  Social scientists advise us that social sustainability must 
come first and that housing security is the key element of a sustainable society.  
 
What then is 'Sustainable Urban Housing' for the 21st Century? The construction 
industry can already build highly insulated, zero carbon, energy positive housing. In 
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the UK and USA there is a clear, single-minded goal of home ownership embedded 
in the psyche of the government and the population. Is the security of home 
ownership a myth? What should the key ingredients of good practice in the physical 
accommodation of our urban society be? What should be done? Upgrade our 
existing cities? Rapidly build new mega cities in Greenland or the Himalayas and 
prepare to evacuate coastal cities and low-lying islands? 
 
The Unity of Religions: “prefer all religionists before yourselves” 
DAVID WILLIS 
 
This is a repeat of the Saturday afternoon workshop. Please refer to the description 
above. 
 
Mediating Self and Other 
FAYYAZ BAQIR 
 
This is a repeat of the Saturday afternoon workshop. Please refer to the description 
above. 
 
Peace versus Justice: Building Lasting Resolutions to Fragmented Conflicts 
EMILY GHADIMI 
 
This is a repeat of the Saturday morning workshop. Please refer to the description 
above. 
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Monday 2 April 

08:00 Breakfast 

09:00 Devotional 

09:15 Plenary: Experiences and Insights from Bahá’í Prisoners in Yemen 

10:15 Parallel Workshops: 

1. How Baha’u’llah’s Hidden Words Can Move the World 
NABIL L. KHODADAD 

2. Sustainable Urban Housing and Climate Change 
ALLEN DUNCAN 

3. Universal Health Care at the Global Level 
SHIVANI JAIN, CARMELIA CAREW, KISA HYDE CONGO 

11:45 Break 

12:15 Plenary: Outcomes from the Justice Challenge and Conference 
Conclusions 

13:00 Lunch 
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∕ WORKSHOPS 

 
How Baha’u’llah’s Hidden Words Can Move the World 
NABIL L. KHODADAD 

 
This is a repeat of the Saturday morning workshop. Please refer to description above. 
 
Sustainable Urban Housing and Climate Change 
ALLEN DUNCAN 

 
This is a repeat of the Sunday afternoon workshop. Please refer to description above. 
 
Universal Health Care at the Global Level 
SHIVANI JAIN, CARMELIA CAREW, KISA HYDE CONGO 

 
This is a repeat of the Saturday afternoon workshop. Please refer to description 
above. 
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∕ PRESENTER BIOGRAPHIES (alphabetical order) 

 
Fayyaz Baqir 
Fayyaz Baqir is a community development practitioner. He has been engaged in 
research and teaching on the discourse of inclusiveness and social divides based on 
class, gender, faith and ethnicity. He has worked closely with Christian Study Centre, 
United Nations, Aga Khan Rural Support Programme (AKRSP), Minority Rights 
Commission of Pakistan (MRCP) and leading civil society organizations in Pakistan. 
He has taught and researched at numerous universities in Pakistan, Europe and North 
America.  He edited a Sufi magazine, Mehr e Munir, for 15 years. He has also served 
as a Senior Advisor on Civil Society for the United Nations. 
 
Justice Conference Task Force Member 
 
Workshop Topic: Mediating Self and Other 
 
Julija Bogoeva 
Julija Bogoeva was born in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, torn apart by a war in the 1990s. By 
education a lawyer, by profession a journalist, she was a reporter and editor at the 
Yugoslav news agency and is one of the founders of a Belgrade-based independent 
news service covering the region. When the ICTY was established she was the first 
journalist to call the Tribunal from Belgrade. After eight years of reporting about and 
from the ICTY she was an analyst at the Office of the Prosecutor for 13 years. She co-
edited a book about the first ICTY Srebrenica genocide trial.  
 
Presentation Topic: Perspectives on the War in Yugoslavia: The Goals of the Warring 
Parties and the Nature of the Conflict—Lessons to be Learned and Views on the Future 
 
Carmelia Carew 
Carmelia Alae-Carew works as a researcher in nutrition and sustainable diets in 
London, exploring the effect of dietary patterns on health and the environment, and 
the impact of environmental changes on food production.  She is an Associate 
Nutritionist with a background in medicine and works part time as a General 
Practitioner. She has an interest in empowering individuals to take ownership of 
their physical and spiritual health. She serves as a tutor of study circles for spiritual 
and moral empowerment and hosts community deepenings, exploring nutrition, 
health and spirituality, among other topics. 
 
Workshop Topic: Universal Health Care at the Global Level 
 
Arthur Dahl 
Dr. Arthur Lyon Dahl is President of the International Environment Forum (IEF) and a 
board member of ebbf (Ethical Business Building the Future). A scientist by training, 
he has 50 years' experience on sustainability, international environmental 
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governance, development, indicators, and systems science. A retired Deputy 
Assistant Executive Director of UNEP, he lived and worked many years in Africa and 
in the Pacific Islands and consults with the World Bank and UNEP. His recent work 
includes values-based education and Sustainable Development Goals. His books 
include: "Unless and Until: A Bahá'í Focus on the Environment" and "The Eco 
Principle: Ecology and Economics in Symbiosis". 
 
Presentation Topic: The Great Dichotomy: from Egoism to Altruism — from Love of 
Power to Love of Justice 
 
Allen Duncan 
Allen Duncan is an Architect and Urban Designer.  He has worked for leading 
international practices including SOM and HOK as a Master Planner and Project 
Architect.  He has worked as the Senior Physical Planner for UNHCR in Macedonia.  
Allen has been teaching Sustainable Construction and Art and Design since 2003 to 
14–19-year olds in colleges in London.  He competed an MA in Art and Design 
Education at the Institute of Education University of London in 2009. For the last two 
years he has been lecturing MSc Students on Sustainable Built Environment courses 
at the University of Greenwich in London. Allen is concerned about sustainable 
design and climate change and is working on a PhD focused on lessons learned and 
current challenges for Sustainable Urban Housing.  He currently has housing projects 
in Cyprus and the Shetland Islands, developing low energy sustainable design. He 
welcomes your ideas and examples of good practice. 
 
Workshop Topic: Sustainable Urban Housing and Climate Change 
 
Emily Ghadimi 
Emily joined the Dialogue Advisory Group in December 2016, working on projects 
related to Libya, Sri Lanka, the African Great Lakes region, and on issues around 
mediation and justice. She holds a Master’s in Public International Law from the 
University of Amsterdam and is admitted to the New York State Bar as an Attorney at 
Law. She also holds a Bachelor of Civil Law from University College Dublin, which 
included an exchange at Charles University in Prague. Emily previously worked for a 
defence team at the ICTY and at HiiL Innovating Justice. 
 
Workshop Topic: Peace versus Justice: Building Lasting Resolutions to Fragmented 
Conflicts 
 
Maja Groff 
Maja Groff is currently a Senior Legal Officer at the HCCH (Hague Conference on 
Private International Law), working on existing or potential international treaties in 
areas such as child law, the rights of women, citizen access to legal information, and 
other topics. She conducts liaison work with UN agencies, international professional 
associations and leading academics in relation to the development of global legal 
policy. She conducts annual doctoral sessions at the Hague Academy of International 
Law, and has published and lectured on a range of current international legal issues. 
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Admitted to the New York Bar, she holds a Master of Science (Oxford), a Bachelor of 
Civil Law and Common Law (McGill), and an AB (Harvard). She is serves on the board 
of ebbf (Ethical Businesses Building the Future) and the advisory board to BCorp 
Europe. 
 
Justice Conference Task Force Member 
 
Paddy Honan 
Paddy Honan is a social entrepreneur, personal development coach and writer from 
Ireland. With Post Grad studies in Social Innovation, Leadership, NLP, Customer 
Experience Design and over 25 years in branding and marketing, Paddy is a rounded 
expert in Identity Development. He has led seminars on personal and spiritual 
development for over a decade and is particularly driven to help positive change 
makers to make their difference in the world. 
 
Justice Conference Task Force Member 
 
Kisa Hyde Congo 
Kisa Hyde Congo is from the beautiful Portuguese Atlantic islands — the Azores. She 
is a medical doctor in Portugal practicing since 2013, and is currently finishing her 
residency in Cardiology and has a special interest in the field of intensive cardiac 
care. She is an active member of the Bahá'í community of Lisbon where she works 
mainly with children and youth. She was one of the founding and organizing 
members of the Bahá’í Physicians Conference in December 2016, an international 
event which focused on exploring the links between the Bahá’í Teachings and the 
practice of medicine. 
 
Workshop Topic: Universal Health Care at the Global Level 
 
Michael Karlberg 
Michael Karlberg is an interdisciplinary scholar at Western Washington University 
with expertise in the area of media, culture, and public discourse. His program of 
research critically examines foundational assumptions underlying Western 
civilization, including prevailing conceptions of human nature, power, social 
organization, and social change.  
 
Presentation Topic: Power and the Bahá’í Community 
 
Sylvia Karlsson-Vinkhuyzen 
Sylvia Karlsson-Vinkhuyzen works as Assistant Professor with the Public 
Administration and Policy Group of Wageningen University since 2011 and is also 
Adjunct Professor in Global Environmental Governance with the University of 
Helsinki, Finland. In her research she seeks to understand the key determinants of 
what makes global governance processes with environmental and social implications 
exert influence and build legitimacy where issues such as transparency, 
participation, accountability and equity are important. She has published on the 
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domains of global energy governance, global climate change governance and global 
sustainable development governance – particularly the evolution and legitimacy of 
international norms. She is a senior research fellow of the international Earth System 
Governance Project, a board member of the IEF, CIVICUS and One World Trust. 
 
Presentation Topic: The Talanoa Dialogue under the Paris Agreement – Reflections on 
the Illuminating Power of the Reflection-Action-Consultation Cycle 
 
Workshop Topic: Discussion on the Illuminating Power of the Reflection-Action-
Consultation Cycle and Contributions of Learning to the Talanoa Dialogue 
 
Shidrukh Khazen 
Shidrukh Khazen has completed a Master’s in Econometrics and Management Science 
at Erasmus University in the Netherlands. After her graduation, she served at the 
Department of the Secretariat at the Bahá'í World Centre. Currently she is working at 
the Dutch Tax and Customs Administration as a business analyst, helping the 
organization to prevent tax fraud. 
 
Justice Conference Task Force Member  
 
Nabil Khodadad 
Nabil L. Khodadad is a partner at Vinson & Elkins, an international law firm, and is 
based in their London office.  He heads his firm’s project finance practice and has 
been involved in the development and financing of energy and infrastructure 
projects around the world. He holds a JD from The University of Chicago Law School 
and a BA in Economics from Northwestern University. Over the last two years, Nabil 
has been facilitating a biweekly study group on the Hidden Words.  
 
Workshop Topic: How Bahá'u'lláh’s Hidden Words Can Move the World 
 
Shivani Jain 
Shivani Jain studies genetic epidemiology and applied health disparities 
interventions in Baltimore. Apart from her direct research interests, she helps to 
manage a community health clinic in East Baltimore, focusing on patient advocacy, 
health insurance access for the most vulnerable, and alternatives to current opioid 
addiction treatment paradigms. She has a background in sociology, biochemistry, 
public health, and epidemiology. She works with children and junior youth in this 
same community of Baltimore to empower the next generations to tackle social and 
racial justice issues. 
 
Workshop Topic: Universal Health Care at the Global Level 
 
Anisa Mahmoudi 
Anisa Mahmoudi is an attorney of the High Court of South Africa, holding an LL.M 
from University College London as well as an LL.B degree (University of Cape Town). 
She has worked at the Legal Resources Centre, a human rights law firm and the 
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Democratic Governance and Rights Unit, an applied research unit within the Public 
Law Department of UCT. She has interned with the British Institute of International 
and Comparative Law and Human Rights Watch and is currently working for an NGO 
in France, Kids Empowerment, on matters relating to asylum children and children on 
the move in general. She served as Chairperson of the board of South African Faith 
and Family Institute, which focuses on violence against women and children and has 
volunteered with the Office of Public Affairs of the Bahá'ís of South Africa on 
advocacy campaigns involving freedom of religion and belief. Currently, she 
volunteers with the Office of Public Affairs of the Bahá'ís of the UK as a 
representative of the Asylum Advocacy Group. 
 
Justice Conference Task Force Member  
 
Oscar Mendez Rosa 
Oscar Mendez Rosa is founder of Refresh Interactive and soul.com (the Netherlands). 
The purpose of soul.com is to create new structures and processes in organisations 
that are based on a more accurate reading of the reality of man. The company does 
not view the human being as homo economicus, driven by material gain alone. 
Instead it recognises the power of the human spirit to love, learn, cooperate and 
serve. Oscar is a member of ebbf (Ethical Business Building the Future).  
 
Presentation Topic: The Talanoa Dialogue under the Paris Agreement – Reflections on 
the Illuminating Power of the Reflection-Action-Consultation Cycle 
 
Workshop Topic: Discussion on the Illuminating Power of the Reflection-Action-
Consultation Cycle and Contributions of Learning to the Talanoa Dialogue  
 
Joachim Monkelbaan 
Joachim is a global sustainability advisor, having worked with organizations such as 
UN Environment, the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), the 
International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD), WHO, Climate-
KIC, and the European Commission (DG Trade). Joachim also undertakes research at 
the Institute for Environmental Sciences at the University of Geneva, where he 
earned his PhD in sustainability governance. His book on governance for the SDGs 
(with an emphasis on climate change and energy) for Springer’s ‘Sustainable 
Development Goals series’ will be available shortly. He aims to contextualize 
leadership policy coherence by taking an integrative systems view. 
 
Justice Conference Task Force Member  
 
Rod Rastan 
Rod Rastan serves as Legal Advisor in the Office of the Prosecutor at the 
International Criminal Court, where he deals with international law issues, 
particularly as related to jurisdiction, admissibility and judicial assistance. Prior to 
joining the ICC, he worked for several years in the area of human rights, rule of law, 
and mediation with United Nations missions in Bosnia and Herzegovina, East Timor 
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and Cyprus as well as with field presences of the European Union and the 
Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe. He also participated in the 
negotiation of the ICC Statute and Rules of Procedure and Evidence. He holds a PhD 
in Law from the London School of Economics and has published and lectured on 
international criminal law. 
 
Justice Conference Task Force Member 
 
May Taherzadeh 
May Taherzadeh is a multi-award-winning filmmaker who has directed films in over 
15 countries across six continents. May was born in the UK, grew up in Africa, is 
ethnically Iranian and currently lives in the Netherlands with her husband and their 
four children. 
 
Presentation Topic: Screening of the Film ‘Mercy’s Blessing’  
 
Hamed Thabet 
Hamed Thabet is an Iranian Bahá’í born and raised in Oman. He studied and worked 
in Yemen (2003-2011) and currently lives in the Netherlands. Members of his family 
have been Bahá’í pioneers in Dubai (UAE), Oman and Yemen since 1962. Hamed is a 
former Political Advisor at the Dutch Embassy in Yemen and a former Officer of Press 
and Political Affairs at the German Embassy in Yemen. He began his career working 
as a Journalist / Editor at the Yemen Times newspaper. Hamed was the first to bring 
the case of Nojoud, a Yemeni girl child who asked for a divorce at the age of eight, to 
international attention through his pioneering articles. Hamed holds a Master’s in 
‘International Crimes and Criminology’ from Vrij Universiteit in Amsterdam. He 
currently works with the Dutch National Police, War Crimes Division, as an 
operational expert.  
 
Justice Conference Task Force Member 
 
Halldór Thorgeirsson 
Halldór Thorgeirsson is senior Director for Intergovernmental Affairs at the UN 
Climate Change Secretariat in Bonn, where he oversees substantive, procedural and 
logistics support to negotiations and governance arrangements under the Climate 
Change Convention, the Kyoto Protocol and the Paris Agreement. He coordinated 
substantive support to the negotiations of the Paris Agreement, the Cancun 
Agreements, the Doha Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol and the Bali Action Plan. 
Before that he managed the support to the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM). 
He has worked on global environmental issues for the Ministry for the Environment 
in Iceland and before that on ecological research and science policy. He served as 
Chair of the UNFCCC Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice (SBSTA) 
for a two-year term. Halldór is a member of the International Environment Forum 
(IEF).  
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Presentation Topic: The Talanoa Dialogue under the Paris Agreement – Reflections on 
the Illuminating Power of the Reflection-Action-Consultation Cycle 
 
Workshop Topic: Discussion on the Illuminating Power of the Reflection-Action-
Consultation Cycle and Contributions of Learning to the Talanoa Dialogue  
 
Joell Ann Vanderwagen 
Joell lives in the Toronto area of Ontario, Canada.  An urban planner, who has focused 
on the design and function of transit and pedestrian-oriented communities, she is 
currently writing a guide to transit planning for journalists, politicians, and the 
general public.  For many years, she has also been active in the environmental 
movement, advocating for the transition to a green economy as the basis for 
preserving our planetary habitat.  After joining the Bahá’í Faith in 1995, she felt led 
to investigate a wide range of issues concerning gender and spirituality and, in 2004, 
published Journey to the Father: new perspectives on gender and the Bahá’í Revelation. 
Since then, she has been working on Part II, which focuses on the feminine side of 
the equation—the inner reality of women’s spiritual roles during humanity’s social 
evolution.  She is inspired by the work of the Justice Conference as a creative and 
dynamic forum for bringing the perspectives of the Bahá’í Revelation to global 
issues. 
 
Justice Conference Task Force Member 
 
David Leonard Willis 
David Leonard Willis is a British Bahá’í who declared in 1999 at a Greek Summer 
School. He lived in Greece from 1961, returning to the UK in 1971 to teach at 
Dulwich College Preparatory School in London and at Brixton College.  In 1978 he 
returned to Greece and undertook a position as the Associate Director of 
Administration at the American Farm School in Thessaloniki. He is currently retired, 
gardening in a small village outside Thessaloniki. 
 
Presentation Topic: The Unity of Religions: “prefer all religionists before yourselves” 
 
Aram Yazdani 
Aram Yazdani holds an LL.M. graduate in Public International Law and is a recent 
LL.M. graduate in Child Law from Leiden University in the Netherlands. For these 
degrees she wrote her dissertations on the minority rights of the Bahá'ís in Iran and 
the right to education of asylum-seeking children in the Netherlands. Currently she is 
looking for a job within the Human rights/Children's rights sphere. In her spare time 
she enjoys CrossFit, fitness, dancing, literature, writing, music and arts.  
 
Justice Conference Task Force Member 
 
 


